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Subjest: K2 Operation (20 Uet 44 to 20 Dec 44) 127th
Airvorne Ingineer Battalion

To

-

Commending Generzl, llth sirborne Division,
A¥D 468 Attention: Adjutant General

The followinz is an ocutline of the setivities of this
unit)durlng the period 20 Get 44 to 25 Dec 44 (K-l opera=
t!.OI! . )

During the entire wmonth of Getober 1944 while still
located at Oro Bey, New Guines, the Battallon was engaged
in logging operastions and in construction of fifteen (15)
prefabricated puprachute storasge bulldings. ,

Battelion boasrded the 5 & Nonrovia at Oro Bey and on
11 November~1944 depsrted for lLeyte Isalsnd in the rhilippines
srriving there st Jen Fedro Bey on 18 NMovember 1944. The
voysge was without inecident. dhip's sdministration was
shared with Adjutent of 18%th Glider Infantry Reglment.

On arrival et San Pedro Bay the following englneering
projects were undertaken: maintenance of the Beach Hoad
and construotion of bridge and rosd to the south access
road with nid of personnel from other units in the Livision;
gonstruction of L-4 alrstrip and erecting of prefsbricoated
perachute storsge sheds, maintenance of Division scosas
road, setting up and operating of water polnts, the con-
struction of 2 perschute drying tower, o¢leersnce of main-
tenance arss for 58,400 scuare feet of tentage, the opere-
tion of the Divislon sanitary dump, msintensnce snd instella-
tion of selectricel systems and generators in the Division
resr ared. ;

The Battalion less Compsny B on 29 November 1944 moved
to the Divislon forwsrd echelon near san fablo Strip g1,
vicinity of Burauen, Leyte, and undertook the maintensnce
of the airstrlp road end pivision sccess road. water points
were established in Bursuen and st San Fsblo. One platoon
of Coupany B moved to Jan Pablo. '
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S fﬁ?«tﬂ@@ﬁﬂbér 1944 twenty (2 ) enlisted men eand one

_ﬂfficwr fram $he first plutoon of Company ¢ Jumped from

imdts and 1~5'8 at the Msnarewst airstrip. Men jumped with
nece sepy sgul ment to improve end meintein the strip pre-
paratory to evscation of casualties., The following afternoon
tha iret casualty was avecuated by lL-4.

n & Déoesber 1944 one plestoon of Com: sny A was or-

dered to set up 8 defense at west end of San Pablo aire

stris 71 to gueard sgsinst « possible breskthrough by the

"*@nu e 4% sbhout 1840 that day approximately on hundred

£ifvy (180) enemy psrschutists jJumped on the east end of
the strip. The Betisllon Commender was then ordered to

[F 'f‘f_praﬁeat the Ulvision CP. He 00k over the troops in the

215

aree and set out & periumeter at the order of the Chief of
staff of the llth Airborne Division. The mission wes dual:
to protect the Division OP and to drive the Japs off the
strip. Troops wers orgsnized 80 s to use the Inginser
Battalion for the attsek on the strip the following morning.

The 674th PA Bn was to s .8ilst in the defense of the Division

CF if able to gat forward in time for such defense, The
ssrvies troops were plsce’ under the commsnd of Lt Col
Parren. These troops consisted of Division Hesdquarters
Pampany, signsl Com>any. The Military Folice plation was
aitaghed to0 the fnglneers,

At daylight the next morning the Bettellon moved out
and met Lt Col Hoske &nd his Ba:tselion at the orossroads
of the Dulmg~Burzuen Road an! the sirstrip acoess roed,
The Fazin-er Battalion consisted of Compsny ¢ less one
platanp end Compeny & minus one platoon at the eirstrip
with one platoon of Compeny B atteched, Company A wes .
under the commend of Cepteain Canary of the HXngineers end
Company ¢ under the commend of Lt Dels, ulso of the "ngile-
neerse The Mngineer Betiallon wes under the command of
ajor ¥lsenberg, 7xecutive Officer., Before attacking the
enemy, two plens had baen drawn up., The first plan eon-
3istaa of an unaided sttuok by the Engiaoaru; the second
plan included the szsistence of the 674th FA Bn, should
thit unlit srrive in time for the attack. Sinsce the 874th
¥A Bn-dld errive in time for suech mssistance, the second
plan of attaek wes adoptad. L6, CoOl Farren znd Service
Troops were held in reserve to defend Divisiomn CP. The
Enzingsrs end the Artillery formed s provisional rsgiment
under the commsnd of Lt Col Davis. The regluent moved
forward to atizck the strlp, the Sngineer Battalion on the
laft §nd the 674th on the right. The plstoon of Company A
which had been set wp with mechine guns the day previously
were dontected and found to be intect and ready for sotion.
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K~-2 Operation (eontinued)

The princlpal resistance was encountered on the west
helf of the strip. The Battalion used an ingineer company
to envelop the enemy right or west flank. Thsre was no
comuunicetion except by runner. Jompsny A executed the
envelopment as far as they could until they had advanced to
the line of fire from Compesny ¢ at which time they swung to
the north. The ingineer Batl.alion advanced & distance of
approximetely 300 yards north of ths strip when they ran out
of food, water and smaunition. The 674th FA Bn pushed forward
700 yemrs north of the strip. oshortly efter the order for
envelopment, Lt Col Davis direct:d the Fngineer Battalion
to secure the west half of the strip and the 674th FTA Bn the
east half of the strip. Lt Col Hoska closed the gap between
the Artillery 2nd ingineers with & strongz pstrol.

golonel Hildsbrand srrived at about 0900 to take command
and directed an etteck at 1016. Shortly thersafter radio
communication wes sstablished and th- situation wlth regard
to food, water and smmunition was determined. The Battaliom
Commander recomm=nds=d agelnst an ettsck and Colonel jlildebrand
withdrew the provisional ragiment Into a perimetsr in defense
of the strip. The sction that night was confinz=d to menning
the perimeter. <Considersble insffecient gronade and mortar
fire was used by the enemy. The following morning the
"ngineers were relleved. Lt Col Hosks took commznd &nd
secured the strip with his bstislion.

As & rasult of the'action the "nglinecr Battelion suffered
the following casuslties:

Pfe villism G Bowen, 39 200 525, Company C KIA
Pfc George M Davis Jr, 39 %26 310, Company C DOwW
Pvt Charles 35 Wyllie, 34 606 950, Company O DOW
sgt Lloyd L Feters, 39 326 457, Compsny C -~ DOw
Tec 5 Robert G Msyotte, 39 559 455, Compsny C KIA
Pfe Richard D Higrens, 35 094 306, Company C KIA
Pfc Normen C Kristensen, 39 201 15&, Company A KTA
Tec 5 Doyle R Lawrence, 39 462 585, Compeny A KIA
Pvt John J§ O'NMalley, 32 815 708, H & o5 Company DOW
Sgt Jemes R Brown, 46 840 056, Compsny C LA
Pvt Theodore J lLorrison 37 174 641, Compsny C . LWA
Pyt fred Brooks Jr, 32 760 807, Company C SViA
Pvt Thomas Shoen Jr, 39 283 5935, Company C SWA



K=2 Operation (continued)

Robert H Dels, 1st Lt, 01 101 406, Company © SWA
Teec 5 Douglas L Beeson, 39 200 744, Company G LNA
Pfe Arthur J Berube Jr, 36 570 526, Company O SHA
Pfe Charles J Burke, 42 765 541, Compeny C LA
Pvt Faul A EBrnyel, 35 538 <09, Compaeny C LA
Tec 5 Melvin J Skonseng, 37 550 562, Company C LWA
Pvt Robert Bsuman, 33 587 961, Compeny B LA
Cpl Charles % Gunter, 35 093 584, Company 4 LWA
Pfe Charles A Plogger Jr, 35 532 982, Company A LAA
Pfo Wilbur ! Campbell, 35 093 032, Company A ' L¥A
Pvt John J Crimmins, 32 816 458, Compeny A LA
Pvt Bugene A Desimone, 12 095 282, Company A Lwa*
Tee¢ 5 Irvin B McDanliel, 38 399 974, Company A LWA

*Dyt Desimone laster died 13 Dec¢ 44 Result of Pneumonis

On 8 December 1944 the ingineer Rattalion returned to
bivousc area nesr San Pablo airstrip 71. Battelion was given
the defense of the northwest sector of Division CP perimster.

On 9 December 1944 Lt Col Davis, Battelion Commsnder,
called mecting of all ingineer troops in srea and commended the
Battalion for its aggressiveness end dering in the field szainst
the enemy in the recent sction on the sirstrip. Normal
Engineer operations were immsdirtely resumsd with Company A
being sssigned the meintenance of the airstrip access road and
Company C the Division acecess road. On 10 December Batitalion
furnished one plstoon of Company B for pstrol and perimeter
guard for the 6th ASP ammunition dump &fter reported enemy
action in tha2t area., No enemy were contacted. Company C
furnished 15-man guard for truck convoy transporting the 188th
Glider Infantry troops.

On 11 December two platoons of Company C, one platoon of
Company B and one pletoon of Company A begsn installing taetical
and protective wire around the Fifth Air Force and 44th General
Hospitel installstions st Burauen. OJeven thoussnd (7,000) yards
of wire wss thus 1laid.

On the 16th of December two s uads of Compsny B moved from
Division rear echelon to San Pablo sirstrip 41 bivouao area.
Compeny B made prepsrations to begin improvement of carabzo
trail ppom Burauen to Mensrawat. On the following dey Company
B left for Manarawat but were as-igned the improvement of the
treil from Manarawat to Mahoneg.



%e% Operation (eontinued)

Sompsny O returnad to arse zfter completion of i1tz wiree
abtringing projsct. Om 1% Tecember one squad of Compeny 4
furnished security Tor corabso treln which left Bursuen

for fansrawed .

On 1% December, the Hettsiion was given the mission
of constructing & treil for the evecustion of litter cuses
from Mahonsg to Albuers. The Dettelion () moved sround
vis Dulsg-Abuyog-Faybay snd went into bivousc one mile
south of the mouth of the Telisaysn River. Aerisl end
ground reconnaissance discovered s Japsnese supply treil
running from the mouth of the Tallsayan River to lahonag,
g0 thet the tusk wes reduced to improving the trail for
ambulances up to the foothille and aesisting in litter
evaguation to the ambulances by trz2il Improvemsnt from the
foothllls to Mahonag, An evscuation station was get up
znd operated under supervision of Capteln ¥iller, Bsttalion
SUrgeon. »ith Company A constructing the smbulsnce roed,
and Compuny C improving the trail over the mounteins to
Hehonag, the mi sion was completed on 23 Decamber 1944.

Sompany B plus one sjusd Campsny A jolned the Battalion
on k4 Dacember, having urossad the mountaine from Buranen

to Albuers, lumproving the trail as they went.

Om 2% Decembaer 1844 ths Batbzlion moved from Albuers
to Elto Beach heving scoouplished ite missions in the fore
werd eresns. The mein body of the Battelion was returned to

the roar echelon with only a skeleton ataff remsining at
den Peblooto supsrvise NDivision utilities and sceess roads

usinz oivilisn labor,

In ragosnition of thelr parsonsl setions in the period
eovorad by this report, the following swerds @nd decoretions
have bLasn made to date.

2illver tar ¥edal

lat Lt ROBERT H DTS
and Lt WAYNE ¥ MISHMSR
5/ogt sidnsy Slester

gt Jumes R Brown

sat Llioyd L Peters

Tse 5 Doyle R Lawrence
Tag § Melvin J Lkonseng.
Pfo #illism G Bowen
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B8 Operstion {oontinued)

Bronye tex dedal

I% Col D 2 DAVIS
- F'e Charles © Angeil
¥fo Tiwrald ¥ weduffey
488 derle I Ulson

P & Hoart

lat Lt JASPER O UAGUIRTY
ist Sgt Cherles ! Bradley
$/3z% Elbert ¥ Johnson
Bf5gt Relph L Usborne
Spl Rwymond C Fortler Jr
Gpl Jmek A Laswrence

Tes O Eob ¥ Dovers

Tae 5 Relyh J Flseley
Tes 5 ¥illism M Irving
Ffe Wilbur F Cenupbell
Pfe Menry R Swindler
Pt Tully ¥ “ope

Fvt Lester & Smith

¥4 Herold A Young Jr

Reccmmendet ions not yet on Jeneral Order,

1t I%. FPAUL J PERCGAMO

Bronze Ster jedal

¥ajor PAUL R ELLIS
Japt MERLIN H WHITEHIAD
Capt THOMAS 5 MILLER

A8 & presult of thelr sotions agsinst the ensmy the
following promotions hevae besn redommended.
To Be lst 1t
24 Lt ARTHORY # DYAUCUSTING

Bd It ISRARL J GRAFF
24 Tt EDGAR A HENSOR
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K~2 Operstion (oontinued)

To Fe 24 Lt
Teeh Sgt Alan J Bergh

For the Commending Officer:

" DOUGLAS G DAVIS
it Col 127 Abn Fngy Ba
Commanding

OFFICIAL:

vty C
ég;i:ﬂﬁ R Cﬁgs?géﬁzzz;o

24 Lt 127 Abn Zngr Bn
Adjutent :
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HQ 127th _1/8 IdE:R B
11th A poorn Div sidn
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February 25 1943
CI4ALl, CRDERS
UMT3ER 1

T

1, Captain VICTCR P BaCJU3 092960 in addition to his other duties
is designated Commanding Cfficer of Hg & 3v Co effective this date,

2. The Iollow1dg nawed cofficers assigned this Battalion per par
6 8C i1 Hq 1llth a/B Divisian Camp Mackall NG 25 Feb 1943 are assizned
duties as indicated effective this date;

Captain ZXENNETF Z KEIM -3344862 Comdg Co a
Ceptain GECRCE d G EISENBERG O—jl 591 Comds Co O
lst Lt ANDERSON M KINGHCRN O~j41225 Gnmi; Co B
et Lit ECDWIN F SVMITH JR 0-325548 Comdg Asst Div Engre

2. The following named officers assigned this battalion per par
5 30 #1 Hgq llth Airborne Division Camp “aC(BLl NC Feb 25 1Y43 are
assigned to Co C and .will report to Commanding Officer for duty
effectlve this date: '

1st Lt WaALTER L RRUGH 0-456326

lat Lt CHARLES E JaTKINS O=a44880

2nd Lt JaCK T SLIFT 0-1102672

2nd Lt DaVID G MURRaY 0-445091 : '
2nd Lt BENJAMIN 5 BCCTH 0-110289%4

2nd Lt “WaRN® L RCS3CCE 0-11042

4, 2nd Lt IOBERT H DEI3 0-1101406 ass

lzned this Battalion per
par 17 3C # 41 HQ a3C 17 Feb 1943 1is ass 1gqed compeny G end will
report to Commanding Officer for duty this date,

5. lhe following nwLﬂd officers assigned this Battalion per par

13 50 #1 Hq 1lth A/B Dilvision Camp iacﬁall HC 25 Feb 194D are assligned
tc Medical Detachment and will report for duuy thia date:

lst Lt TECOMAS S MILLER 0-
l 3 t L t #n T -EC u“.R A..JL BN O
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By order ¢f Lt Ccl DaVI3:

ALLEN C 3MITH -
CFLICIAL: lst Lt 127th s/B Enzr Bn
. : Ad jutant
ALLEN C SMITH A :
lst Lt 127th A/B Engr =n
Ad jutant

Unit Historian



TEADQUARTERS 1173 AIRBCRLUE DIVISION
Camp Mackall AOPth Carolina

February 25, 1943
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6. The fol O are aszd to the 127th 4/B Engr Bn:
3

AT 013685 CE Div Engr ©
: BEELEE 0286503
in VI TOR P BaCCUS3 0329260
n GECR4E H G EISENBERG 0310591
n JENNETH H KEIM 0334482
WJALTER I, BRUGH 0456326
Lt  ANDERS0ON M KINGHCRN 0341.255
Lt ALLEW C SMITH 045%202
Lt EDWIN F 3MITH JR 0325548
Lt CHARLES F ﬁn¢KIH“ 0444880
Lt MERLIN H WEITEHE Q355552
nd Lt JalK T CLIFT 01102672
6 D>VID G MURRAY 0445091
Lt BENJAMI OTH 01103894
WARNE I E cllod4375
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13. *he fol O having been asgd to the 1llth 4/B Div are atchd
tc units indicated: )

b R T R T e o o T D T R o Tl L e O L e PR T L SR o T
MTTTTALT ax o=
"J.JLD_[ Cal, AND DE!
L e R bl (B o R R P P L o e e o B e S o)
#

lat Lt MATTEC CARADCHNA
lst Lt THOMAS 3 MILLER
A0SR PR R AT T I B

R BRI SRR P i
By command of Me jor General SWING:

F. W. FARRELL
: Colonel G’-SQGQ
CFFICIAL ' Chief of Stafr’
/s/ 4, HOYT
/t/E .G . HOYT DIgms "at g "BY
Lt Col A.G.D. plus b5 coplies TaG
Ad jutant Generzl

A TRUE EXTRACT CCPY:




HQ 127th A/B ENGINEER BN
11th Airborne Division
Camp Mackall, NC

February 25, 1943

I. Activation of 127th A/B Engimeer Battalion.--
Pursuaent to directive contained in section I, General
Orders No. 1, Headquarters llth A/B Division, Camp
Macksll, Horth Carolina, February 25, 1947, thne 12T7th
A/B Englneer Battalion is acitvated at OCOlEWT February
25, 1943,

II., Assumption of command.--pursuant to directive
contained in paragraph 6, Special Crders Jo. 1, Head-
quarters 1llth A/R Division, Camp Mackall, North Carolins,
February 25, 1943, the undersigned assumes commend ¢f the
127th &/B Engineer Battalicn.

III. Appointment of Staff.--The following appointments
to the staff, this headquarters, &re announced:

Executive Cfficer - Major H, S, Beeler
(0-285503), 127th 4/B Englnesr Battalion
Ad jutant (3-1) - lst Lt Allen C, Smith
(0-453402), 127th A/8 Englneer Battalion
Intelligence Officer (3-2) and Plans and
Training Officer (5-3) -~ lst Lt M. H. Whitehead
(0-355352), 127th 4/B Engineel Battalion
Supoly Cfficer (8-4) - Captain V.P, Baccus
(0=32¢620), 127th A/B Engineer Battalion

D. C Davis
Lt, Cel, 127th 4/B Enxr Bn
Commanding
Distribution:

eacn officer concerned
- 201 file ezcih officer concerned
- each unit 11lth 4/B Division
~ each compeny .
-~ C0G 1llth 4/B Division A TRUZ COPY:
- file » Q.
- T.,4,G. llth 4/B Division E P
st Lt
Unit Historian
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ORIGINAL UNIT

The 127th airborne Engineer Battalion was constituted
on thé incctive list of the army per AG 320.2 (L0=31-42)
OB-I-GN dated 12 Novzmber 1942 with acitvation scheduled to
be at Hoffman, North Carolina (Leter named Camp Ma.ckall)
cn 25 Feb 43 per ad 220.2 (11-24-42) OB-IGN-M dated 27 Nov

The officer ceadre for the battalion was selected from the
82nd and 10lst Airborne Divisions, engineer officers '
of the Parachute Schcol and cadre cfficers regulsitionzd )
from Fort Belvoir and Ft Leonard Wood. Enlisted cadre for tne
zlider elements of the battalion were assigned from the 8Eth
Inf Div, Cemp 3ruber, Oklahoma, and those for the parachute
glement from the 82nd and 10lst airborne Divisions., The '
me jor portion of the fillers came from receptlon cente

The battalion was activated ou 2% February 1943 under
the command of Lt Col Dzvis.

During the calender year 1947 personnel were acquired

frouw the resuler replacement stream and to scme extent from
transfers from other unlts in tals theater,
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