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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS - ’
UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES, PACIFIC

:DATE: 19 June 45:

- APO 500
19 June 1945

PACIFIC WARPARE BOSRD Report No, 11 B
SUBJECT; Parachute Fleld Artlllery."

1. PURPOSE~ To present certaln facts on parachute field artlllery as
derived from comEat experlences. . . .

‘e 2, SOURCE~ Observatlons of Pa01f1c Warfare Board member, Lte. Colonel
Robert Alexander, Corps of Enginecrs (Parachute), who accompanied the combat !
drops and m1851ons of

457th Preht FA Bn (1lth A/B), Tagaytay Rldge, Luzon, 4 - 10 February
: 1945. -
. 4624 Precht Fa Bn (503d RCT) Corregldor, P..I., 16 February - 8 Mdrch
19450 ’

8. 457th Proht Fi Bu (11th A/B):

~a. Two sections were dropped from four C47s on 3 February: 194%.

The guns were assigned, one‘to each infantry assdult company, as insurance
against stubborn Jap road blocks. The.guns were put down on an almost ideal
drop zone, ‘quickly assembled and pulled up to the road.. They were not needed
in action on 3 February. . The remainder of the, battallon, 10 how1tzers and 331
artlllcry pcrsonnel came in by drop at 0835, 4 February.
\ . . 'l

' The dxop zone was in rolllng country composed of parallel ra-
vines running north from Tagaytay Ridge line to lower succe531ve ridge lines.
These ravines were abeout 100 yards from.crest to crest and 35 - 50 feet decp
from crest to trough. The slope from the main ridge line was about 1 in 25.
Most of the ground had been freshly cultivated and the bottoms of ravines were
laced with narrow drainage ditches from 3 to 8 feet deep, overgrown with vines
and fringed with trees. Small clumps of medium growth trees, usually with a
native shack in the edge, were dotted about on the flat. Movement on foot was
slow due to the soft soil and gradiente This condition, plus the ditches,
made movement of guns_and.heavy.equipment by hand'very slow and exhausting.

: ,-Quick. actlpn was not required. of the guns as the enemy 'had brcksn
- away some dlstance from the :drop zone and Tagaytay Ridge roads Therefore, fha
' times given for assembly in Pplace and into action w1th minimum movement are '
estlmates. :

By singie gun - 20 minutes
- By battery - 30 minutes

D-ll , “-1- S § i
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- _ . By battalion -- 90 minutes o

The battalion was assembled complete on highway 17 at 1400 on.
4 Februarys. The mission assigned thereafter to this battalion was to cover
all approaches to Tagaytay Ridge road. Organic transportation which had moved
in with the amphibious landing on 1 February became available:when the link-
up with the parachute troops was made late on 3 February.-

ba.. Parachute Drop - 457th. e " Y . ;o

Fll’ht plan for the assault guns (3 February drop) put them at
the tail of the 1nfantry serial, the last 4 planes of the center v of the V
-of Vs oo

The artlllery drop on 4 February. was made from V's in column.
The 10 howitzer sections and 331 personnel were put down from 33 C47's in an

-area of about 900 yards by 300 yardse

. 4b2d Prcht FA Bn (503d RCT):

The battallon was put in on Corregidor 'in three 1ncrements. Two on
16 February and..one on 17 February., BEach increment went in as part of the
_battalion combat team which composed the remainder of each serlalo

\

o

A total of 15 75mm how1tzers and 24 +50 cul. HMG's was dropped.

The drop zone- was extremely small and rough, in close proximity to
the enemye Wind velocities were high and flight plan was single plane in
columns Release altitude was around 500 feet for equipment and 400 feet for
persomnnels The shortness of the field necessitated -that sticks be. limited to
equipment or 6 - 8 men per passe Five howitzers of 9, and 12 .50 cal. HMG's
of 16, dropped, were in.action. late on the 1oth. On the 17th, 9 howitzers
and 19 cal. 50 HMG'sS were. in actione ' '

The how1tzers were employed durlng the flrst part - of the engaremenx

(16 - 23 "February) as direct assault weapons. Guns were moved frequently to
©  obtain better point targets, such as tunnel and cave entrances.. Movement often

required dlsmantllng the gun, hand carry over rough terrain and down steep
slcpes, -usifig as many as 35 men to a gun, and reassembly. From 23- ‘February
on, the artillery was massed on the parade ground and supported the attack on
the eastern end of the island. All +50 cal. HMG's were attached to 1nfantry '
companies for dlrect support. : :

Assembly of guns and equipment was slow, but was the best that could
be accomplished under the conditions of drop, terrain, and enemy fire.

Gun and equipment drop and recovery were as follows: -

2. 75mm How,

Dates Dropped " . Recovered - Serviceable

16 Feb. . .9 , .- : 5
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Pates Dropped Recovered ' Serviceéble
17 Feb. 6 o 4 4

19 Feb. . - -1

Losses - 3 ruined front trails
1 missing parts .

be Cale .50 HMG's3

Dates . Dropped . - " Recovered .§erviceaﬁlé‘
16 Feb. . 16 . _— 12 o1z L
17 Feb., . . .8 o T 7.
21 Feb. : 2 2
Lossos - 3 1n enemy hands - destrcyed by artlllery flre or,
I ' assault. :
1 mlss1ng
Ce - Am. 75mme.
. .Dropped . o ‘Recovered Serviéééblé'
2200 .. . . 1760 ‘1320 |

5. CONCLUSIONS: Certain lossons are to be drawn from the combat mls-
sions of these two pdrachute ficld artillery battalions. -
Parachute fleld artlllery is.practical. Fivée 75mm howitzers

and 12 .50 cal. HMG's were in action 16 February, on the 17th . a total of . 9. .
howitzers and 19 .50 cal. HMG's was assembled. By the 18th of Pebruary, when
the road to Topside.had been opened, .the parachute field artillery had al- .
ready been extensively employed.. 889 rounds had been fired with 392 enemy
dead by. artillery fire. 'The parachute field artillery was 1nvaluable and
worth all the effort expended..,'- : o : Co

o b. Radio communicatlon necessary for masslng the flres of the artil-
lery is availables- Some changes in the type of equipmént. appear to be desir-
able, . - . , .

(1) Parachute. fleld artillery frequently occupies pos1t10ns
where the SCR=-610 i's not entirely practical because of its
weight for hand carry. Jeseps are rarely, if ever, avail-
able ‘to parachute ficld artillery in-the early.and most ..

» crltlcal stages of an operatlon. . - e

- (2) AParachute field artlllery could employ radios of the SCR-
300 type or-sets equivalent in weight. and performance, such
as the SCR-619, The SCR-610 weighs 70 pounds as ccmpared
‘to- 32 pounds for the SCR-SOO. . D Cae e
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(3) In the experlence of the 5034 RCT the field artlllery has
-« always worked some infantry charmels. Therefore, use of
the SCR-300 radlo Wlll not’ 1nterfere with 1nfantry nets,

(4) Elther the SCR-SOO or the SCR-b19 might be issued para-
chute field artillery.

¢+ Pararacks are not required on all planes; only those carrying
the howitzer sections. Some chenges and additions in the paracrates are in-
dicatede : o '

(1) 4 paracfate'for'all ammunition is essential as too ‘many
‘rounds are ruined upon landing on -any but the smcothest and
softest drop zone. _

* - (a) Correglaor wa.s probaoly as rouoh a selected landing.
o as will ever be made by parachute artillerys Of the
2200 rounds of 75mm ammunition dropped, 1760 rounds
. were recovered of which only 1320 -or 75% were usable.
“Some of the recovered rounds were damaged by rough
landing and strlklnv obstructlons but were serv1oeab1e.

« . (b) The 457th had'a'31mllur experleﬁcc with damagod rounds
. . dropped from either C47 or L4 when operatlng in the
Leyte hllls. ‘ :

. () The present gun p racrates restrlct to drop use the MlAl
with M8 carrlage. The M1 carriage cannot be dropped as the
B ' axle and wheels are not usable. A paracrate to take the M1
carriage is desirable. X o

(3) Three howitzers were dropped on Corregidor with poor success
in 45 containers off the pararacks. This was necessary as .
only 12 sets of paracrates were available for the drop.

4. Ccntrolled rcund Pattern~

- (1) The controlleﬂ ground pattern as. develcped at the alrborne
" . - command was used in each combat drop. It is a most feasible
- and satlsfactory way to drop field artillery.

(2) Two mcdlflcatlons are employed by the 462d.

(a) Pront trail (paracrate ML) egeoted from door in place
WL of M9 ammun;tlon caisson. :

(b) M9 ammunition.par&caissdn drbpped from pararack.,

(3) "Dalsy-ohaln" use is not satlsfactory from less than 600
- feet,. Either .the static lines should be shortened or the
- bundles thrown free, each with its static line hooked in the
plane., Otherwise, the lower parachutes will not function in
time. : )

T R : ,I . ) R




e« Parachute Troop Replacements.f L : Tt i X
(1) General.

(2)

(a) The replacements being supplied from the parachute

- schocl are a superior product and no change is desired

"in their procurement, selection, training, and avail- -
ebilitys Local training involving restricted selection
, does not provide a product with the mental and physical
' toughness which these assault troops must have.

(b) 503d ROT has iniicated that its .

'Tﬁ;"flw~'Prefers;replecements'frantx$rperachutexeqhool.

2. Definitely does not.want as replacements over-
strength or mass. transfers from other parachute
unlts. :

‘S;fyDoes not ies1rc to set up a replacement tralnlng
. schedule of its own..

(c) Puruchnte eléments of the 1lth Alrborne Division are”

of much the same oplnlon. S

Artillery,Replacements:

(a) Great need was shown for basic infantry training of

artiliery personnel.’

1. Quantitles of equlpment and supplles fell on
= ,'Corregldor in terrain dominated or occupied by the
. enemyé In crder to retrxeve these 1tems,art111ery
df_personnel organlzed and . operated as. 1nfantry, went
~ odut on salvagé missions.. nrtlllery oersonnel alsc
_'furnlshed its own’ close 1n perlmeter defense.‘ 

f. Ammunition Types, Artlllery. o

(1)

@

(3).

)

Ammunltlon taken on the- Corregldor groe and resupply con-
sisted of: HE - 60%, WP - 30%, end AP - 10%.

For the tyne of m1351ons actually accomplished comblnlng

direct and’ 1nd1rect fire supnort, the ammunition percentages
de31red are: HE - 507, - 407, and AP - 107.

-For- normal 1nd1rect flre supnort missions in e cut-up and |

rocky terrain the percentages thought best are- HE.- 40%,
WP - 30%, Time = 20%, and AP - lOﬂ.>¢ o :

Canister ‘would have“been very useful ifjaraiiable.‘ For

diréct ‘assault fire, HE followed by WP “is most effective.

»




Ihdividual Equipment « . '-,.7‘ b , 5

(1) Helmets, Parachutists

(a)‘ The helmet and liner MlC or helmet M1 with liner para-

‘ ',chutlst and chin cup are regarded as essentiale The
‘normal loss of helmets on.a jump is about 10% when the
standard type helmet with only the web strap is used s
Fleld expedients are not satlsfactcry.

(2) Parachute Jump Boots.

(a) The combat boot is not a $atlsfactory replacement for
the “parachute Jump boot™ in protection to the feet
" and ankles on lahdings nor as support ‘in ground ‘movew
ment:- for parachute troopse.

: (b),‘The paraohute boot has stood up better than the combat
boct under field. conditions of parachuté work and is
definitely superior as foot, instep, and ankle support
for paratroopers who do more hand carry of all types
than do any others, cover longer distances faster-on
foot, and because of thelr organlzatlon, weapons &nd
equipment are usually operatlng in the more rubged
tynes of terraln. : : '

1. Any'deflclency in the composition half sole of the
~.  parachute boot can be remedied. The important con-

sideration is that the boot is properly shaped and
. constructed to do its job for the paratroopers -

(3) Parachute Jumg Suits.

Al

(a) This uniform is ‘unsuited to combat in. thls theater__
because of color and construction. -

(b) & preference is ShOWn by paratroopers for the one /
plece coveralls ro : -

(4) infantry Pack Carro Pack, and Suspenders, Model 1944.

¥

(a) This assembly is the most satlsfactory yet developed
. for parachute: troops. : »

(b) Two minor 1mprovements would better the assembly for
. "all troop use:

1. Grenade carrying loops on eeph.euspendeff
a. Two locps about three inches ‘apart high up on

T each suspender would hold a grenade securely by

its firing pin lever in all combat movements,

~place it for qulck use, and obviate the need -




of improvised or manufactured pouches which are
cumbersome and sometimes hard to open. Too-:
- many grenades are lost when just hung any place

2. arommets on .the.web strap connectlng the two seg-
- ments ‘of the. new cartrldge belt (one only now pro-
v1ded).

E ~a. -No trooper wants anythlng cn his belt forward
R T of the hip bones. . There. is. not sufficient .
.. .. -~ room on the belt. as now de31gned back of the
hips for jungle first aid. .pouch, . 'two cantecns,
knife, and entrenchlng tool, which are mlnlmum :

standard . equlpment.,

Db Grommets on the connectlng web adgustment strap
would give several 1nches more space for carry-

1ng purposes.
i

he Parachute Equlpment - Storare and Transport Paoklng. :

\ (1) The problems presented in maintenance, packing, storage;

(2)

V(a)i_Porvablc Structures’s

and transportation. of parachute equipment is a serious and )
difficult one and parachute troops operating in this. theater
have been under severe handicaps in malntalnlng thls oqulp-
ment 2t a hlgh standard. :

(a). Structures for the preper storage,. malntenanoe‘ and

R .packlng of parachutes are usually non-existent in thls
theater. Packing for shlpment is also a dlfflcult prob-
lem., Suitable materials for packing cases which are
moisture-proof and durable enough to withstand water
shipment end stacking in: thg.cpen sun, mud, and rain
are almost non~existent in the fleld,

Condltlons for further moves by parachutc troops Wlll be no
better, and it is regarded as desirable to provide para-

chute troops w1th the: followrng~ \

l. T/b & B should include portable bulldlngs for field -
T use totaling about 1800 squarc feet of clear floor
space with a usable height of 10 feet, per company

- or battery in a parachute unLt.

(b) Packing Boxes..

1. T/b & B should 1nclude knockdown storage blns.

- 'The bln unlt could be so constructed that.it
T can'be used for shipment of at least three C Ot~
;plete parachute assemblies (personnel or cargzo,

1nclud1ng container ).

- 7 =
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[ F . Specifications for' the bins to include:

(l) Structurally able Yo w1thstand any exX=
pected handling. -

(2) Water,_alr, and moisture proof.

-

(3)- Gasketted pressure cover (nut and bolt).
(4) ‘Compartmentedlfer'three assembliess
‘ (5)-'When-stacked upvwill form étorave,binsa

(3) Due almost entlrely to the condltlons which have. prevailed
" up untll now as to storage, packlng, and shlpment the..503d
RCT had:

(a) To requlsltlon 1630 personnel purachute assemblles
from the 1lth Airborne Division, ‘even though it had on
hand approximately 4000 personnel Darachutes from which
enough {3000)- could not be, inspected and repacked in
: tlme for the ”orregldor m1ss1on.‘ _

(b) -Three men killed from malfunctlons, at’ Correvldor, A
which number is not normally to be expected “in 10 000
'Jumps.:

1. " One: malfunctlon resulted from the statlc llne
snapping about three feet from the back pack and
- not even startlng the cover lashlngs. The para-.
trooperts llfemas saved by instant use of his re-
1 88TV :

o o (¢) -Six other men - who pulled their reserves because of
' *partlal malfunctions or blown panels.

(4)° suffered much loss of equlpment because of cargo. para-
chute or container malfunctlon. ) :

(4) The condltlons that obtain and the lack of suitable storage
structures or containers has resulted in an abnormally high
expendityre of parachute assemblies. The 503d RCT has:had
a turn-over in stock of 15,600 personnel ‘assemblies and
4,200 cargo parachutes. There remains on hand as. service-
able after inspection and repacking about 5 000 personnel
assemblles and 300 carge parachutess - :

(6) The 1lth Alrborne D1v1sxon has not been in the theater as
long but proportionately has about the same record even
though a division is able to cope with such oroblems betiter
.than "a separate regiment.

’ L @ o ‘
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i. Parachute Equipment - Individual.

(l) Quick Release Device:

(a) The typical landing on Corregzidor was either in trees
or a rolling twisting fall complicated by the slope of
* the ground, the high rate of driftage, and the para-
-chute remaining inflated at an angle to the roll.
Upon. coming to rest suspension lines would be looped
and tangled around neck, arms, lezs, feet and body .

(b) The combination of being wrapped in a ball of string
‘plus the normal equipment and weapon load made reclease,
from the harness most difficult. Cutting had to be

. resorted to frequently. .

(¢) 4 quick release device for parachutists appears to be )/
. imperative. : »

1> The English type (German, mcdified) of a four ter-

' minal spring plunger release would not be satis-
factory as it interferes with and almost eliminates
the use of the reserve oarachute-_

a. Discarding the reserve parachute‘is'not recom=
mendeds Six lives were saved at Corregidor by

use of the reserve, despite the low altitude
of the jump.-
(2) Parachutist_"JUmo Knife".

(a) Thls is-a single blade, pressure button, release spring
opening knife. It was issued tc all parachutists for
general use/and in particular for emergency use in get-
ting out-of the paragdhute harness. The issue of such
knlves has. been‘suspended. v

parachute equipment to be issued to the individual .

when parachutes are ‘drawn for combat cor training pur
poses. Knives can be considered as parachute equipment,
to be returned te store with the -salvaged or recovered
parachute assembly. Previous trouble: from, loss of
knives when issued-as individual equipment can be
avoided or reduced considerably as acquisition by un-
authorized personnel will ve more difficult, .

(b) 1It.is recommended that "jump knives"-be included as j/‘

.

6. GENZRAL CONCLUSION :

a. That pérachﬁté”fieid aitiliéry can be dropped. and thereafter _
operate suceessfully, in very rugged terrain as demonstrated in the Corregidor
operation and:in the Leyte hills. Cee

B Y
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b. Thesc twc operations appear to indicate that the ccntrolling

factor in .the use of parachute sroops inecluding artillery, is tactical and
‘net terrain., - - ‘ L. .

For the Commander-in-Chief: N

/s/ B M. Fitch =
, - /t/ B« M. FITCH
.-+ » Brigadier General, U. S. Army
: 4djutant General




